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What is Content Marketing?
Introduction to Content Marketing

When the Internet first came into 
itself, paid advertising was king and 
content marketing was virtually 
non-existent.  Every time you 
logged on banner ads were 
everywhere, their animated gifs 
littering the screen.  Then... Google 
happened and the Internet grew 
up a bit.  It becomes more 
innovative, more intelligent, and 
more organic.  Paid advertising 
was not going to cut it any more.  If 
you wanted to get any traction you 
had to have good content. 

Now, you are hard pressed to find 
any comprehensive marketing plan 
that does not address content.  
Email marketing an paid 
advertising are still important, but 
they do not garner the attention 
that content marketing does.  This 
can mean many things, but at the 
end of the day it really just means 
one thing; content marketing is 
important.

The process of producing and 
putting out great rich, consistent 
content on online venues.
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Once you get in the habit of 
producing good informative 
content, all you have to do is post 
it.  With so many venues today the 
possibilities are endless.  You can 
post on LinkedIn, Facebook, 
Twitter, and your blog.  Of course 
you want to post on your website 
as well if you have one.  The more 
places you place engaging 
information, the better your 
results will be.   

Don't forget those photos too.  
Even sites like Tumblr and 
Instagram are great places to post 
engaging content,.  Think about it.  
How many times have you seen a 
photo from one of these sites pop 
up in your Facebook news feed?  
Think about how many people saw 
that photo as a result of the 
posting.  Now keep in mind the 
internet records that as well and 
uses it to rank that particular page.

The process of producing and 
putting out great rich, consistent 
content on online venues.
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Content Marketing Applications
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Over time, the more good content 
you post, the better your rankings 

will be.  The key to all of this is 
putting a team together that can 
produce the type of content you 

need.  Once you have, rich, 
relevant content, the only thing left 

to do is put it out there and wait 
for your rank to improve! 

Good content 
leads to be  

better rankings

09

Ride the wave of good content

Content Marketing Applications
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Getting Started
Writing good, solid content is foundational for an 
excellent content marketing program.  Otherwise 
your information will just get lost in the shuffle 
that is know as the internet.  So how do you do it?  
How do you write consistent, engaging, 
informative content that people want to read?  
The best thing to do is find a quiet place and start.   

It really is that simple.  Start writing your content 
and be prepared to fail.  It is suggested that you 
write your first bits of content fast with no breaks 
so you can get a feel for your pace.  Then, as time 
goes on you will be able to modify, edit, and tweak 
your content to better suit your needs.  Following 
are some ideas to consider.

The Guide to Content Marketing
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Building Great Content
First, find your keywords through Google 
analytics.  These need to be keywords that 
are relevant to your site or product.  It might 
take you a bit to find words that are a good 
fit for you and that's ok.  Doing your 
homework on this part is one of the most 
important steps.  Take your time and find 
the right keywords. Once you have found 
your key words, incorporate them into your 
posts or article according to an appropriate 
density measurement.  Typically, 2-3 key 
words mentions per 500 words is adequate.

The Guide to Content Marketing
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It is important that you do not try to use the same post in several different 

venues.  You could have the greatest content in the world, but if it shows up in 

16 different places you are not doing yourself any favors.  The internet 

recognizes this as spam essentially, and your page ranking will not improve.  You 

should write several different articles using the key words you have identified 

and spread them across your sites.

The Guide to Content Marketing

Repeated content can be annoying.  

Avoid doing it!
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The Guide to Content Marketing

Don't forget about 
presentation. 

Think of this piece of advice along the same 
line as the old adage “People eat with their 
eyes first”.  If you have great content that is 
put into a plain, boring font you might not get 
much readership.  You need to dress it up a 
bit.  Deliver the steak, but sell the sizzle!

Use Pictures

Other Things for Consideration

04

Using pictures is a great way to make your posts more interesting.  It gives 
the reader a break and makes the content appear more appealing.  Play 
around with different font styles and sizes.  Also, use bold words when it 
is appropriate.  There is a good reason for this.  Time is a commodity for 
most people.  By highlighting noteworthy words or phrase in your article, 
people will be drawn to them.  They can quickly gauge that this is material 
they are interested in and will continue to read the article. 
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The Debate

The current debate as it stands 
concerning SEO and content 
marketing is that they are oil and 
water.  The content marketing 
crowd tends to be a purist bunch 
and any time things like “key 
words” are mentioned they fly into 
a tantrum rivaling that of any four 
year old.  Yet there argument is not 
lost.  Search the internet and you 
can certainly find your fair share of 
spun content and article written 
around keywords solely for the 
purpose of advertising. 

Yet the two were never designed 
to compete.  They were designed 
to compliment each other.  SEO by 
its definition only works well with 
great content.  The key is knowing 
how to pair the two together so 
you get great results instead of just 
another article.  Following are 
some tips regarding SEO and 
content integration.  You might 
find that there are a few things 
about SEO and content marketing 
that you did not realize.

SEO & Content Marketing were 
designed to compliment each other
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SEO and Content Marketing
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Re framing the Picture
Break up your content into parts.  You have the 
information to be presented, the presentation 
factor (how you package and present your 
information), and SEO.  SEO is just one part of the 
whole.  It is one piece of the pie.  Understanding 
that can go a long way towards creating good 
content that works.  Otherwise, if you have great 
content that is not optimized for SEO, you might 
not get the traffic you desire.  This makes SEO an 
essential part of the whole.

SEO and Content Marketing



generate exponentially 
more traffic than an article 
with just good content

A great SEO optimized content article that is well placed 

can generate exponentially more traffic than an article 

with just good content.  The job of your site is to “get 

you noticed”.  Tuning up your content via SEO is the 

right vehicle for that.

SEO and Content Marketing

What is Content Marketing? Bright Vessel
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There are still parts of SEO that are 
essential to the process.  Use of 
the proper key words for instance 
is one of those aspects.  In order 
for your content to not come off as 
something that was built for SEO, 
choose key words that are relevant 
to your industry and adequately 
convey what you are your brand is 
about.  The when you use those 
key words in your content articles, 
the integration will appear to be 

much more seamless than if you 
just chose generic or broad 
descriptive terms. 

Also remember that meta tags, 
subtitles, categories, etc. are all 
important necessary parts to 
properly optimize SEO.  It takes 
very little time to go in and tag a 
post.  The results of that twenty 
second tag could generate another 
year's worth of traffic to your site.  
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Parts of SEO that Matter
SEO and Content Marketing
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Think about that and you are thinking about SEO properly.  SEO is a long term strategy.  Once you get the 
slow burn of traffic moving in your direction due to your optimized content, the results will be long lasting.  
As a result, it is worth a little bit of extra time to pay attention to things that might make a difference.  This 
is on of those instances when you put in the work up front and you get a long term pay off.  Thinking about 
SEO that way does not make it compete with content marketing at all; it makes it vital to the process.  

SEO and Content Marketing
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Following the simple steps outlined above will allow you to 

create content that is engaging, increases readership, and 

most importantly, gets results.  Your page will rank higher 

because of your hard work.  Other people who visit your 

page will refer or share it with their friends further 

increasing your exposure.  All it takes is the willingness to 

get started and a bit of patience to get the ball rolling.  And 

soon enough, you will be hitting the ball out of the park too.

The Guide to Content Marketing
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